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Duration
One 50-minute session

Materials
· Student worksheet

· Pencil

· Panel 8 from the Volcano Dreaming series (also available on the Volcano Dreaming website http://volcanodreaming.com.au/panels5-8.html)

· Class set of computers with access to the internet.  Students need to open: 

· Ecolinc BWVP – click on ‘where to find’
· Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide 

· Google – search for the local council and environment groups

Activity
This activity complements panel 8 of the Volcano Dreaming series.  This activity focuses on giving students the power to improve local native grasslands.  Students will research the locations of grasslands nearest them and produce educational material for the community.

Carrying out the activity
1. Students examine panel 8.  Students brainstorm methods to protect and educate people about local grasslands. 

2. Students research the locality of grasslands nearest them.  Open the Ecolinc BWVP and click on ‘where to find’.  Select the most appropriate grassland sites.  Further information is provided for student to research.  Students take notes on these observations.
3. Students research local council and environmental groups in their area and determine how they are protecting the local environment.  Groups may include Landcare, Friends of Groups and National Parks Associations.  The following websites provide a list of environmental groups in Melbourne and Victoria, and the later identifies groups in each state. http://www.bcl.com.au/melbourne/melbourne-connect/environmental-victoria.htm http://www.edo.org.au/links/ngolinks.html  

4. As a class discuss what students can do to protect, enhance and educate others in their community about local grasslands.  Students design a poster to educate others about grasslands and what can be done.  Students may like to work in small groups on the project.  These could be completed on the computer or on a poster.  Students will need to plan what information will go on the poster.  Students should include the following on the poster; location of the nearest grassland, explain why grasslands are important, identify plants and animals that live in grasslands (this information has been collected in previous Volcano Dreaming lessons or students can access the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna app), explain why grasslands need to be protected and what community members can do.
5. Students should present their posters to the class.  These may like to be distributed within the school, in a school newsletter and given to council and/or environmental groups to use. 
Student activity
1. Where is your closest grassland?  

	Grassland site name
	

	Location
	

	Who manages the grassland?
	

	Notes
	


2. Identify local council and environmental groups.  What are they doing to protect grasslands?
	Council/environmental group
	What is being done?



	
	

	
	

	
	


3. You will work in small groups to design a poster, educating others about local grasslands and what can be done to protect them.  You must include the following on your poster:
· Location of the nearest grassland

· Explain why grasslands are important

· Identify plants and animals that live in grasslands

· Explain why grasslands need to be protected

· Identify what community members can do

Make notes here:

What is being Done? What can you do?





Target audience: Years 4 - 7





Objectives: 


How to protect local grasslands.
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