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Duration
One 50-minute session

Materials
· Student worksheet

· Pencil

· Panel 7 from the Volcano Dreaming series (also available on the Volcano Dreaming website http://volcanodreaming.com.au/panels5-8.html)

· Class set of computers with access to the internet.  Students need to open: 

· Ecolinc BWVP Talk with the Experts

· Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide 

Activity
This activity complements panel 7 of the Volcano Dreaming series.  This activity focuses on identifying and classifying grassland plant and animals.  How can the plants and animals be grouped?  How similar are the plants and animals? 

Carrying out the activity
1. Students examine panel 7. 

2. Open Ecolinc BWVP Talk with the Experts program and go to Topic – Grassland ecosystems.  Open each question and listen to the audio given by each grassland expert.  Students need to form a definition for a grassland ecosystem.

3. Students observe the panel and identify grassland plants and animals.  They may like to use the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide to aid in the identification process.  Teachers may like to refer to the Volcano Dreaming species list (can be found in the teacher resource section).
4. Once identified, students will classify the plants and animals according to their characteristics, such as colour, number of legs, petal shape, etc. 
5. Students discuss their findings and complete the conclusion questions.

6. Extension: Design your own classification system for plants and animals on another panel.

Student activity
Open the Ecolinc BWVP Talk with the Experts.  You will investigate grasslands by participating in an interview with four grassland ‘experts’.  Go to Topic – Grassland ecosystems and open each question and listen to the audio given by each grassland ‘expert’ to form a definition of grassland ecosystems.
1. What are the main characteristics of grasslands?

Grasslands are dominated by kangaroo grass, spear grass and wallaby grass.  There are lots of gaps between the grasses, which enable other flowering plants to live, such as flowering daisies, peas and orchids.  Grasslands are treeless and shrubless.  Eastern Barred Bandicoot, Striped Legless Lizards and Plains Wanderer are common fauna found in grasslands.  
Examine panel 7 in the Volcano Dreaming series.  Your job is to identify the plants and animals that appear on the panel.  You may like to use the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide to help with the identification process.  
2. Identify plants and animals on the panel.   
Eastern Grey Kangaroo (mammal – marsupial), Emu (bird), Australian Bustard (bird – bustard), Chocolate Lily (lily, graminoid), Common Everlasting (herb – daisy), Mushroom (fungi), geranium (herb – geranium), Pea (herb – pea), Blue Grass Lily (graminoid – lily), beetle (insect – beetle), Kangaroo Grass (graminoid – grass), Plains Yam Daisy (herb – daisy), insect (insect – moth), Common Dunnart (mammal – marsupial).
3. Classify the plants and animals you identified into groups according to their features.  Write these down in the space provided below.








4. How did you group your organisms?  
Students should consider the characteristics of each plant and animal and group them accordingly.  There are three main groups, plants, animals and fungi.  Within these groups there are further divisions.  These include, mammals (marsupials), birds (bustards), invertebrates (insects – moths and beetles), graminoids (grass and lilies) and herbs (milkwort, daises, gentian).  This classification system can be observed on the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide.
Conclusion

5. What does classification in science involve?

Organisms are grouped according to their similarities and/or differences that we observe.  Forming groups of organisms with similar traits is called classification.  
6. Why are plants and animals classified?

Classification systems are important in helping scientists explore relationships, understand behaviors and make predictions.  
IDENTIFICATION OF FLORA AND FAUNA





Target audience: Years 4 - 7





Objectives: 


Classify grassland plants and animals.
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Volcano Dreaming Resources





Plants





Animals





Chololate Lily


Blue Grass Lily





Australian Bustard








Mushrooms





Emu








Kangaroo Grass





Beetle








Geranium





Plains Yam Daisy


Common Everlasting








Common Dunnart





Pea





Insect








Eastern Grey Kangaroo








