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Student activity

Wetlands are a significant feature of the Western Volcanic Plains and originally covered up to a sixth of the land area when full of water.  Read the information provided on panel 10.

1. What is a wetland?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. How have wetlands been altered since European settlement?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Wetlands have high biological diversity, which support a variety of native indigenous plants and animals.  These plants and animals have adapted to the species conditions of wetlands and their highly variable water levels.  

3. Open Ecolinc Discovering Wetlands: wetlands through the seasons.  Open the resource, and observe the wetland and investigate the features that change over a year.  Factors such as high or low rainfall in a year have an impact on the wetland's growth.  Outline the seasonal changes in the wetland and determine the effects on the living organisms of the system.  You job is to:

a. Identify the correct seasons in the first column.  

b. Outline the wetland conditions in the second column.

c. Give an example of how the wetland conditions affects an ANIMAL in the third column.

d. Give an example of how the wetland conditions affects a PLANT in the forth column.

	SEASON:
	DRY YEAR

	
	DECEMBER


	JANUARY


	FEBRUARY



	
	MARCH


	APRIL


	MAY



	
	JUNE


	JULY


	AUGUST



	
	SEPTEMBER


	OCTOBER
	NOVEMBER




	SEASON:
	WET YEAR

	
	DECEMBER


	JANUARY
	FEBRUARY



	
	MARCH


	APRIL
	MAY



	
	JUNE


	JULY
	AUGUST



	
	SEPTEMBER


	OCTOBER
	NOVEMBER




4. Use the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide to find additional wetland plants and animals. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. Observe panel 10. Shield Shrimp live in wetlands.  

a. How do Shield Shrimps survive the drought?  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

b. Why are they important in wetlands?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6. Observe panel 10. Charophytes live in wetlands.  

a. What are they?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

b. Why are they important in wetlands?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

c. How can they survive an extended period of drought?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

7. In summer, the conditions in a wetland are different in a dry year compared to a wet year.  In the space provided state these differences.

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

8. The Ecolinc wetland is an ephemeral wetland.  What are features of an ephemeral wetland?

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

9. What affect does drought have on living things in the system?  Give one example of how an animal and a plant have adapted to living in an ephemeral wetland.

	How an animal has adapted to life in a wetland
	How an plant has adapted to life in a wetland

	
	


Biodiversity, wetlands





Focus: Wetlands through the seasons.
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Volcano Dreaming Resources








